Nasopharyngeal swabs and plasma specimens were collected from participants at ach of the 16 predetermined study time-points for the detection of selected respiratory viruses.
Page 3, line 14: ''considered to be'' should be omitted:
Nine patients were not included in the study because their stay in the ICU was too short.
Page 3, line 27: ''most'' should be replaced with ''more'' Page 3, line 28-29: ''with a concomitant infection by'' should be omitted:
The detection of INF A and CoV in the nasopharyngeal swab was associated more frequently with a concomitant lower respiratory tract infection than the other viruses (Table 2) .
Page 4, Fig. 1 : It would be more representative if Fig. 1 was drawn across the full width of the paper sheet. Fig. 1a and Fig. 1b should be exactly aligned one above the other because the calendar dates are the same in Fig. 1a and Fig. 1b. Page 5, right column, line 2: one parenthesis should be omitted:
Although the majority of our patients were hospitalized in the ICU due to an infectious cause, the frequency of viruspositive respiratory specimens among our patient cohort (which varied from 0 to 36.4% over the study period, median 10.6%, IQR 9.1-27.1%; Fig. 1b ) was lower than that found in these cited studies.
Page 5, right column, line 8: ''the only'' should be omitted:
In our study, the detection of respiratory viruses in nasopharyngeal swabs was not always associated with a lower respiratory tract infection, as demonstrated by 11 of 31 (35.48%, 95% CI 19.83-54.62%) virus-positive patients without lower respiratory tract infection.
